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Freedom Jazz Festival: The Ball at the Falls, August 11th 
       By Andrea Canter 

The 9th annual Freedom 
Jazz Festival will be 
held at historic 
Minnehaha Falls Park 
in south Minneapolis on 
August 11th. An event 
that truly celebrates 
family and community 
as well as America�s 
indigenous music, 
music reigns from noon 
til dark at �The Ball at 
the Falls,� featuring 
mostly jazz as well as 
blues, funk, gospel, R & 
B, and world music. 
Among the performers 
this year will be local 

 African Drums, Patrice and Kevin Washington 
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sax legend Dean Brewington; Peruvian guitar master Andres Prado; Ipso-Facto guitarist 
Wain McFarlane; producer/saxman/keyboardist Walter Chancellor; worldy groovers Bill 
Crutcher�s Works in Progress; the soulful voices of Thomasina Petrus and Bruce Henry; 
mighty percussion leaders Patrice and Kevin Washington; trumpeter Jeff keys and Urban 
Cadence; and more!  

With the primary sponsorship of the 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board and Freedom Jazz Festival, Inc., 
the festival has grown from its humble 
beginnings with about 300 attendees to 
its current status as one of the area�s 
major arts events of the summer, 
drawing an estimated 4,000 to enjoy a 
full day (Noon til 8 pm) of eclectic 
jazz, arts and crafts, concessions, 
clowns and face painting, and special 
recognition of the local nurturers of 
jazz through the Sam Favors Award, 
presented annually to an �African 
American musician that represents the 
creativity, dedication, energy, and 
spirit of Jazz in Minnesota and 
beyond.� Festival founders note that 
the goals of FJF are to �further the 
awareness and appreciation of Jazz and 
its African American origins; enhance 
the Twin Cities� Jazz cultures and 
various Jazz communities in 
Minnesota; stimulate the interest of the 
youth audience in Jazz music; create a 
regular interaction between Jazz artists 
and enthusiasts as a way to connect 
communities; and promote positive 

community and family relations through Jazz events.� In  addition to the festival, the 
organization sponsors educational workshops for children and youth, conducted by 
master educators Bruce Henry and Donald Washington.  

Co-sponsored this year by radio station KFAI and websites Jazz Police and JazzINK, the 
FJF is a nonprofit, volunteer-run community organization headed by Lamarr Scott and 
supported by many of the area�s jazz musicians. The theme this year, �The Ball at the 
Falls,� is a celebration of jazz and blues, culminatin g in a Jam Session march to the falls, 
ceremoniously sending a tribute down the Mississippi to New Orleans, the birthplace of 
jazz. The line-up this year includes some of the most popular jazz artists in the upper 
Midwest, young �up-and-coming� talents, and an open jam.  

 

Local sax legend Dean Brewington playing 
a curved soprano saxophone 
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For the full schedule and other information, visit www.freedomjazzfestival.org. 
Minnehaha Falls Park is located at 4801 Minnehaha Av in Minneapolis, 10 minutes from 
downtown Minneapolis, 15 minutes from downtown St. Paul, and easily accessible by 
Light Rail. The festival is free. 
 

 

Live Jazz at Matty B's Discontinued 
Matty B's Supper Club has cancelled all live jazz until further notice.  Attendance was 
down to "eight or ten people" so the live music was cancelled for business reasons. 

 

"Five By Design" to inaugurate Shakopee Performing 
Arts Center     Contributed by Jerry Swanberg 

On September 8 (7:30 pm) and September 9 (2:00 pm), Five By Design's "Stay Tuned" is 
inaugurating the grand opening of the magnificent, 800-seat Shakopee Performing Arts 
Center at Shakopee High School, 100 - 17th Avenue West, Shakopee MN. 

Backed by the Robert Baca Jazz Orchestra, "Stay Tuned" is Five By Design's nod to the 
television variety show of the fifties and sixties featuring the music of Henry Mancini, 
Rosemary Clooney, Bobby Darin, and The Four Lads. Combining vocal jazz harmonies 
with its penchant for musical theatre, Five By Design has developed a unique niche in the 
symphony pops and performing arts marketplace.  

 
        Five by Design 

Twin Cities Jazz Society members with an appreciation for tight, vocal harmonies, will 
appreciate the musicianship and professionalism of Five By Design. Four of the five of 
its members have been singing since 1990 and the years of sticking together have paid off 
with their spot-on blend and innate sense of ensemble and nuance. 

Aside from four appearances at Orchestra Hall, the Minneapolis-based Five By Design is 
rarely seen in the metro area because of its international touring schedule of 150 plus 
days each season. The fivesome, including the husband-wife duo of Kurt and Lorie 
Niska, brother Terrence Niska, Michael Swedberg, and Sheridan Zuther, had its origins 


